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Drug convictions 
can lead to a loss 
of financial aid 

Maya Gayler 

Managing Editor 

For many, college is a fresh start 
and once-in-a-lifetime experiences. 
Unfortunately, those experiences are not 
always good, or legal. 

What happens when students are 
caught with illegal substances on campus? 

“There is a violation of student code 
of conduct, theres a possibility of three 
situations: probation, suspension, or expulsion 
and they cant come back” said Student Code 
of Conduct officer BJ Williams. Any time 
a student breaks the law of the local, state 
or federal government it is automatically an 
offense in the TJC student code of conduct. 
This can be said for almost every other higher 
education institution. 

“There is a protocol of due process. 
Students can appeal that decision and it 
[goes] to the discipline appeals committee. 
The committee can uphold that decision or 
they can modify it” Williams said. Depending 
on the severity of the situation, that is how 
the punishment is ruled. 

Too many students do not know or 
care about the consequences they may face 
for drug possession on campus or off. TJC 
campus police has had a few calls about 
“suspicious smells,” most likely meaning 
marijuana. 

College is a time where people often 
experiment and break out of their shell, 
especially if it is their first time away from 
home. But those harmless experiments can 
quickly turn into a drug conviction, which 
can lead to being kicked out of school and 
losing financial aid. 

What happens to Financial Aid with a 
drug conviction? 

Losing Financial Aid can also be a case- 
by-case consequence. 

“There is a question on the FAFSA 
[application] that asks about conviction. So, if 
you do have a conviction during the time you 
are receiving financial aid, and answer yes’, 
then you are not eligible at that point,” said 
Director of Financial Aid and Enrollment 
Support Services Devon Wiggins. “There is 
not a database that the feds have access to 
for those convictions. So, we wouldn’t get an 
immediate notification. It [the conviction] 
has to go through the FAFSA process,” 
Wiggins said. 

If a student does get removed from 
the campus, that automatically drops their 
Financial Aid because they are no longer 
attending school. However, if the student has 
a previous drug conviction and do not answer 
honesdy on the FAFSA form, they may still 
receive that money. 

Drug convictions are the only ones to 
hinder a student from receiving Financial 
Aid. Any other conviction does not have to 
be reported on the FAFSA application. 


TJC considers name change 


Cecilia Kohl 

Staff Writer 


A new name could be in Tyler 
Junior College’s future. 

Dr. L. Michael Metke, TJC 
Chancellor and CEO, stated in his mass 
e-mail to over 22,000 people, “Tyler 
Junior College (TJC), founded 
in 1926, has evolved into a 
comprehensive community 
college, serving more than 
12,000 students. Our offerings 
have grown to include 
workforce training degrees and 
certificates, community service 
programs, continuing education 
offerings, academic transfer 
programs and more recently, in 
2017, TJC began offering its 
first bachelor’s degree.” 

No one denies that TJC 
is growing and making new 
goals for itself. TJC is offering 
more opportunities to students of today 
and the future. With that growth comes 
responsibilities. 

Metke said that “TJC*s accrediting 
agency, the Southern Association of 
Colleges and Schools (SACSCOC), 
does not require a name change in 
order to award baccalaureate degrees. 
SACSCOC does require that TJC 
demonstrate, with data, that students 
are not disadvantaged in reaching 
their career and educational goals if 
the college’s name does not reflect its 
programs, graduates or mission.” 

Dr. Metke goes on to say that “A 
Junior college historically signifies that 


the college offers the first two years of 
study with the goal of transferring the 
coursework to a four-year college or 
university. SACSCOC recommended 
TJC conduct a research study to assess 
the impact of our name and whether 
it remains descriptive of what our 
graduates have learned or if it hinders 
graduates in their future endeavors.” 


Hello 

My name is 



GRAPHIC BY CECILIA 

What an 

amazing time for TJC to think about 
what direction they want to take for the 
students of today and tomorrow. TJC 
has partnered with Trellis Company, a 
third-party research group, to survey 
the students, Alumni, faculty, and 
stakeholders from Nov. 1-25. 

It was a short eight to ten-minute 
survey which gave the person the 
opportunity to state their own opinions 
on the issues of the word “Junior” 
and the effect it has on the 
school and students. 

All responses are held confidential 
and will only be presented in aggregate. 


Before anything can really change 
a lot of thought has to go into this 
decision, for example, the cost, new logo, 
and labor behind it all. 

This is not new idea. In an interview, 
Metke, stated, “1994 was the first start of 
TJC’s name change ...The school offered 
a similar survey to students.” 

Metke also said, “I love the 92- 
year history, what TJC means 
and what it has become, but 
we have gotten out of what a 
typical junior college would do.” 

Metke added that almost 
all the colleges in east Texas 
have dropped the word “junior” 
from their names. 

There are no immediate 
plans for a name change, but 
the college tries to keep what 
is best for students at the 
forefront of all major decisions. 
With alumni and prospective 
students coming, they know 
this college as TJC. “ We want 
to honor and respect all of the 
people and find the best resolution for 
everyone,” said Dr. Metke 

Visual communication major, Colby 
Jackson stated, “I am a first generation 
student, and this is my first year here at 
TJC. I am all for the name change of 
TJC, but it has to be done in a classy 
way. I am excited to see what direction 
the school will go while I am here and 
when I am gone. I didn’t <5ome to TJC 
for the name, I came for the campus and 
professors.” 

Whatever direction the school takes 
in this name change, it will not change 
the fact that we are Apache strong. 
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Keeping the promise” through service 


Adam Palacios 

Staff Writer 

TJC strives to that ensure all three 
of its promises—quality education, 
vibrant student life, and opportunities 
for service to the community—are being 
kept. Janet Booth, Professor of Medical 
Office Management, is helping keep 
the third promise by including it in her 
classroom curriculum. 


“Students were asked to volunteer 
at an organization in the community,” 
said Booth, “particularly one that is 
dependent on volunteers to help.” 

By having students give their time, 
Booth hopes that students “see that 
there is a whole other world out there. 
They truly can make a difference simply 
by filling a bag of rice or organizing 
clothes.” 

Students were asked to create a 


presentation about the organization they 
helped and how they made an impact. 

As students presented their service 
projects to the class, it was very evident 
that each of them gained something 
from the experience. 

Tabatha Taylor volunteered at 
the King’s Storehouse Food Bank, 

— see PROMISEywge 4 — 
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A second chance at 
education 


Chris George 

Guest Writer 


There are many different reasons people 
choose to pursue a higher education. Some see 
it as an opportunity to get somewhere with 
and job fields of their choice. Others see it 
as an obligation, or the obvious next step, as 
maybe their family have done or been told in 
school. The one saying any student attending 
college can agree on is that it is sometimes 
difficult. 

My first attempt at college life was less 
than successful. I was not really expect to go, 
but I was considered the smart one in my 
family growing up. I always heard of how after 
the standard years of education I could go and 
listen to lectures I actually enjoyed. My family 
was a lower class, so my financial aid was 
generous, and I manage to get into University 
of Texas at Austin. 

This did not last long as I began to 
struggle early on. First, is presented freedom. 
Planned schedules, some even optional at¬ 
tendance, some classes online. But, no matter, 

I still need to focus, and the commitment 
needed for class, and the time outside of it 
oriented to study, was already a bit much for 
me. I transferred the next semester, lived with 
a roommate, and eventually quit going to class. 
My grades diminished, and I lost confidence, 
this time resulting in the loss of aid, and me 
dropping out. 

I think ultimately what happened to my 
experience with college was this huge wave of 
unexpected expectations. Obviously, people 
can see it is expected. All throughout pu¬ 
blic-school you are told, “College isn’t like this” 
or ’’College will be much harder.” 

But I think the real challenge is that 
it was not. I attended class for something I 
wanted to learn, I made decent grades for the 
first few weeks. It created complacency, and I 
began to feel my time in class or studying was 
not necessary. On other occasions, I would 


prioritize my job over school, and while both 
were important, it caused a loss and focus on 
bigger goals. 

Coming back, I have come to grasp with 
the level of educational maturity needed to 
concentrate and college. While a student can 
be studying something they know, and love, all 
the time, they still need to show when they are 
flawed, or need help. 

When I decide to going to college was 
me being adult, I lost the ability to ask for 
help when I am not knowledgeable of the 
subject. A student of any age, or intelligence 
level, should not be afraid to ask for help, or 
admit defeat. Yet time and time again, people 
will begin to skip since they do not have their 
homework or projects finished. Instead, they 
should reach out to their educator. The profes¬ 
sor is always there to help, and inform. 

Another thing that might seem obvious 
is attendance being key. No matter how basic 
the subject, or early the class starts, it is vital to 
attend. Those lectures branch off of one ano¬ 
ther, and are difficult to just jump into. Being 
there creates the comprehension of what the 
chapter or assignment is about. The syllabus 
of a class mostly is a skeleton, you will need 
to hear what to do to understand fully. If one 
does miss, do not hesitate to ask a classmate, 
or the professor. 

Lastly, put school on a proper priority 
level with other events of life. Studying, home¬ 
work and class all take big chunks of time to 
fully receive proper treatment. Other things, 
like jobs, family lives in hobbies are also big 
commitments that call for the same deal. 
Remember to not lose the grasp on the bigger 
picture, in that sometimes leisure time really 
does not have a spot. It is easy to get compla¬ 
cent like I did, but school should always have 
some time dedicated to it. 

Overall, college is a time of growth and 
just as any other period of life is. It is another 
way to ease into a brighter adulthood, and 
rushing it can be disastrous. Remember that 
college is not something anyone can be perfect 
at. 



A student of 
any age, or 
intelligence 
level, should 
not be afraid 
to ask for 
help, or ad¬ 
mit defeat. 


Farewell, TJC 


Ryan Jackson 

Guest Writer 


After a long and overwhelming 
two years at Tyler Junior College, 

I finally received my invitation to 
graduate. For being a junior college, 
TJC is no slouch. It comes with many 
different organizations, new faces and 
classes that will drive you bananas if 
you do not focus on the task at hand. 
Regardless of the stressful hours being 
stuck in the library instead of being at 
Cowboy’s or chilling with my friends, 
I absolutely appreciate the time spent 
here. 

Choosing to come to TJC was an 
easy choice, of course for the financial 
part of it, but apparently people feel 
that you should automatically go off 
to college as soon as you end high 
school. There have been many times I 


k|t 

was asked the question, “Are you still 
in school, or are you living off of your • 
mom?” Those questions by people, 
who did not know me would sit there 
in my head as the last few months at 
TJC would just barely pass by. 

Now the time has come, I re- ;;Jfj 
member thinking about transferring"^ 
to my parent’s university, SFA in the,. / ! 
spring. I always wanted to keep it in |j| 
their legacy, but I had this mindset ojfL 
getting out of East Texas and starting 
brand new. 

I volunteer a lot around the com-, 
munity. I was doing some volunteer 
work for the Children’s Advocacy 
Center in Tyler, and I was talking to 
this lady about where to go. She told 
me that University of Texas at Arling¬ 
ton would be a good fit for me. She 
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COURTESY- TRACI BORUM 


Q&A with... 

Traci Boram, 

English professor and 
published author 


Hannah Horton 

Editor-in-Chief 


Q: What classes do you teach? 

A: I teach writing, literature, and creative 
writing. 

Q: Were there creative writing classes 
available at TJC before you started teaching 
them? 

A: There was a creative writing class 
offered in the past, but it hadn’t been taught 
for a few years. I remember seeing the 
course listed in the catalogue, then asking 
my supervisor if I could resurrect the course 
and teach it. Thankfully, he said “Yes,” and 
IVe been teaching it ever since, for the past 
thirteen years. 

Q: Have you always been interested in 
writing? 

A: My interest in writing started quite 
early, when I was twelve. Our English teacher 
in sixth grade gave an assignment to write a 
short story. While all my friends groaned and 
frowned about it, I was excited for the chance 
to write a story. I knew then that I’d gotten 
“the bug” to write, and it hasn’t left me in all 
these years. It’s always there, that eagerness 
and urgency to write. 

Q: What about teaching? 

A: In college, I majored in English and 
loved it. As I neared my junior year and 
realized I’d need to make a career out of it, 
teaching seemed like the next natural step. 

If I’m being truthful, watching a viewing of 
“Dead Poet’s Society” probably had some 


special influence on me, as well. That movie 
made teaching seem like such an amazing, 
important profession. 

Q: Where did you go to college? 

A: I studied at both Angelo State 
University and Dallas Baptist University for 
my bachelor’s. Years later, I graduated from 
Mary-Hardin Baylor with my master’s. 

Q: Can you tell me about your books? 

A: I write women’s fiction/romance, 
and my current series is set in a fictional 
Cotswold village in England. Each book is 
set inside that village, but I focus on a new 
main character each time (which keeps things 
interesting for me—I like to explore new 
stories with new characters). I also start each 
chapter with a quote of some sort, that hints 
at the contents inside that chapter. With two 
books, I made up the quotes on my own, but 
the other two books have quotes by Dickens 
and Austen. I’m currently working on book 
five in this series. 

Q: How did you get them published? 

A: I spent years trying to get a literary 
agent (and did get one, for a year, but things 
went south and we parted ways). Finally, 

I decided to find a publisher on my own, 
without an agent, and queried various 
publishers. In 2013,1 got the acceptance letter 
from Red Adept Publishing, and they’ve 
published each book in the series (four, in all). 

Q: Has being a published writer helped 
you teach? 

A: I think it’s mostly helped my 
confidence level as a teacher. Before I got 
published, I was still a very active writer, 


always working on a new book, always 
learning more about the process. But getting 
rejected can do a little damage to one’s ego. 

So after I got the “yes” from a publisher, I do 
think it legitimized my writing a bit (in other 
people’s eyes, at least), which probably built 
my confidence up more, as I taught creative 
writing. However, as I tell my students, being 
published doesn’t “make” someone a writer. 

As long as you’re writing—even if you’re not 
published—you’re still very much a writer. 

Q: Where do you find inspiration? 

A: In real life, I’m constantly fascinated 
with relationships—siblings, friends, 
romances, families, etc. This fascination blends 
into my fiction, as I try to explore various 
character relationships and all the messy 
dynamics involved. Also, the English setting 
(in my series) has been a real inspiration. I’ve 
always had an affinity for England and its 
culture, music, history, literature, etc. And the 
research is quite entertaining! (Fun fact: Did 
you know that a baby’s “pacifier” in America is 
called a “dummy” in England?). 

Q: What’s your motivation for writing? 

A: I’m really not sure where it comes 
from, this desire and drive to write. Some 
days, it can be tough—I try and eke out time 
in my busy schedule to write, and it can feel 
like drudgery. But on a good day, it’s the best 
feeling in the world—creating another world, 
telling characters what to do, figuring out the 
dynamics of an emotional scene, immersing 
myself into another time and place. Writing 
can be the ultimate escape, and that’s the 
biggest appeal, I think. 

Q: How do you get over writer’s block? 


A: Usually I’ll get up and take a walk, 
focus on my characters or the story, and ask 
myself questions about where the plot is 
going. Another trick is to re-read the past 
couple of chapters. That usually gets me back 
into the story, and my fingers continue on 
where the story stops. But if I’m really having 
trouble, or I’m just not in a writing mood, I’ll 
quit for the day and go do something else. I 
do try to push through writer’s block, but I 
won’t force it. Some days I feel like writing, 
some days I don’t. That’s just the nature of it. 

Q: Who are your favorite authors? 

A: Rosamunde Pilcher, Elin Hilderbrand, 
Elizabeth Berg, Anne Tyler, and Colleen 
McCullough (all contemporary women’s 
fiction authors). Their prose is gorgeous, and 
their writing always inspires me. I learn so 
much from reading—I study the style, the 
structure, the plot devices. This reminds me of 
a wonderful quote by William Faulkner: 

“Just like a carpenter who works as an 
apprentice and studies the master. Read! You'll 
absorb it. Then write. If it is good, you'll find 
out. If it's not, throw it out the window.” 

Q: What do you like to see in your 
students? 

A: Eagerness and curiosity. These traits 
will always take students far, especially in 
creative writing. If they’re interested in the 
subject matter, whether it’s poetry or short 
stories or journaling, they will care about the 
class. And then, they will want to do their best 
and to keep learning. This will make them 
excellent writers—the desire to learn and the 
drive to continue writing for the rest of their 
lives. 


Betty DeVos proposes new Title IX Guidlines 


Sydni Cunningham 

Digital Content Producer 

Last fall, Secretary of Education Besty DeVos announced 
that she would be setting new guidelines for the federal law 
known as Title IX. DeVos rescinded a 2011 letter prepared by 
the Obama administration that outlined the responsibilities of 
schools and colleges that receive federal funding 

When it comes to college, most people think about the 
classes, exams and the freedom that comes with going to 
college. One subject that has always been tough to talk about 
among college students is a sexual assault on campus, the rise 
of the #MeToo Movement has become a popular topic to 
discuss. In the center of the discussion is Tide IX. 

DeVos’s new proposed rule takes the important and 
historic step of defining sexual harassment under Tide IX 
and what it means for a student to report it, requires schools 
to respond meaningfully to every report of sexual harassment, 
and ensures that due process protections are in place for all 
students. 

While these proposed guidelines are praised by some 
groups, other groups feel it will only protect schools and 
not the students. Sexual assault on college campuses is still 
happening at an alarming rate. According to a survey by the 
Association of American Universities, one in five female 


students in their fourth year had experienced attempted or 
completed sexual assault while in college. Freshman women 
were at greater risk for sexual assault during the first months 
of the school year. 

DeVos’s guidelines have four major changes that can 
cause more damage than good. First, the rules will narrow 
down what is considered sexual assault. According to CNN, 
The new definition set by these rules is harassment must be 
“so severe, pervasive, and objectively offensive that it effectively 
denies a person equal access” to education. Some courts have 
said that rape would not count under this definition because 
it was a one-time act of violence. This would allow schools to 
continue to cover up rape allegations. 

Second, under the new rules schools need only to respond 
to sexual harassment within a school program or activity. 

This means if a student is raped or assaulted by a classmate 
at a park or somewhere off-campus, the school would not be 
required to support them. 

Third, the department would only hold the school 
responsible if a narrow amount of staff members had “actual 
knowledge.”This means that rather than putting attention 
on a normal staff member in the administration who had 
knowledge of the assault, it focuses more on if a school 
administrator in a higher position saw the student’s report. 

The last major change would allow the 
department to only hold schools accountable if they are 
“deliberately indifferent” to sexual harassment. This means 


that if the schools offer the victim the option of changing 
schools or some type of compensation for the assault without 
investigating the claims, the student can’t sue the school. 

In October 2017 it was reported that TJC had nine sex 
offenses with five of those incidents happening in dormitories. 
Unfortunately, the school declined to comment on their views 
about the new proposed guidelines. However, TJC has done 
more to make the campus safer for students in the past year. 

It seems that TJC’s efforts to make the campus safer has 
also impacted the students on campus. 

“I feel generally very safe on campus. I get alerts when 
there are suspicious incidents and I know I can get a security 
guard escort whenever I may happen to feel unsafe,” said TJC 
sophomore Jazmin Gonzalez. Although TJC has made so 
many strides to protect their students, some students feel that 
there are still some areas that the school can approve on. 

“There are a few parts of campus that are secluded and 
could potentially be used to sexually assault someone. If those 
[areas] could be made more secure, then I would feel more 
comfortable walking through there,” said Gonzalez. 

For more information on how TJC handles sexual 
misconduct and harassment, you can refer to the TJC website 
under Tide IX. on the page you can find answers to frequendy 
asked questions in different areas of sexual misconduct and 
harassment, if you have a question that you don’t see on the 
page you can contact the TJC Tide IX Coordinator, Andrew 
Cantey at 903-510-2186. 


FAREWELL 

continued from page 2 

told me that it was a beautiful campus 
with different races and cultures of people, 


and it is in the metroplex where many 
businesses are. 

I then started to look into their degree 
programs and learned that they have an 
awesome Public Relations department. It 
goes really in depth with the PR systems and 


the different ways to connect business with 
people and community. 

Although my parents were not really 
happy about my decision at first, they gave me 
the thumbs up to apply. 

I took a tour of UTA in June and was 


just amazed of how big and fun it looked. I’ve 
learned that I am the only one that’s going to 
get myself a degree, and that’s the best part 
about it. Graduating TJC is great, and I’ll 
cherish every moment of it. UTA is a new 
chapter that I am ready to begin. 
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Contact The DrumBeat Student Life Editor Bella 
Mendiola with questions, comments or concerns 
at imendiol@email.tjc.edu 
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Christmas around campus 

PHOTOS BY HANNAH HORTON 



Dhris QMm 

Guest writer 
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Vaughn Library employee Samuel Hurley decorates a 
Christmas tree he built out of books. 


Decorations outside Gigi Delk's office in Pirtle 


Sophomore theatre major Hannah 
Early sells tickets for "A Christmas 
Carol" at the Box Office in Jean 
Browne Theatre. 


Sophomore theatre majors Dustin Thomas and Hanna Odom work on 
costumes for "A Christmas Carol" in Jean Browne Theatre. 


How to finish 
the semester 
strong 

Nicholas Kenebrew 

Sports Editor 

It is almost that time of the year. The dreaded 
"Finals Week" is the worst week of a college 
student's life. 

Even after months of dedication and hard 
work, your success or failure in a college class can 
hinge on a single heavy assignment, the final. 

Understandably this may seem like a recipe 
for stress and dread, but with work ethic and 
preparation, you can be successful. 

Perhaps the most important thing to remem¬ 
ber during finals week, is, of course, to take care of 
your precious brain. 

Sure, you can study all semester, know the 
material, and be ready to write a final paper. 

But, if you're sleep deprived, hungry, stressed 
or distracted, finals week will get the better of you. 

Several students gave their take on how to 
cope with stress and prepare for the tough weeks 
ahead. 

"Being involved in study groups no one really 
has fun studying, but a good study group can get 
you through it," said Sophomore Cyrus Naal. 

"I prepare a study packet and quizzes for 
myself and use these for the week before finals," 
said Naal. 

"I try and read a week before. Then, I stop 
reading a day or at least 12 hours before the test to 
calm and not stress. This helps me so I don't forget 
all that I’ve learned," said Funmi Kehinde. 

Kehinde is also a tutor here atTJC and 
encourages students to come to get help. 

"Students should be confident about the 
things they know. For the things that they aren't 
sure of, they should try and get help," said Kehin¬ 
de. 

But, all in all, students should try not to stress 
about it too much. You will get through it. Finals 
are never as bad as you think they will be, and you 
will not fail everything. 



Covering the cost of 
college: Octavio Torres 


Adam Palacio 

Staff Writer 

Let’s face it, college is expensive. 
Tuition, room and board, books, meal plans 
and miscellaneous fees add up very quickly. 
Before you know it, you are looking at a 
scary ticket price that has to be paid in full 
before the start of the semester. The great 
part about it is that there are numerous ways 
to pay it. 

Octavio Torres, majoring in Business 
Management, does not have the luxury of 
financial aid. “I didn’t qualify for anything,” 
says Torres, “I was told I made too much 
from my job.” Octavio is one of the many 
students working full-time to cover the cost 
of his own tuition. Going to college already 
feels like a full-time job, but a new study 
found that the majority of college students 
now are working students with jobs. The 
ABODO study revealed that while tuition 
prices increased, so did the percentage of 
students having to work. 


Using government census data, ABO¬ 
DO found that 52 percent of college stu¬ 
dents are working at least 27 weeks per year. 
In its survey of3,500 college students, the 
study found that more students are bearing 
the burden of paying for their education on 
their own. Only 11 percent of the students 
surveyed said they weren’t responsible for 
any of their college costs. But, Octavio sees 
paying for his own education very beneficial. 
“Since it is your money you tend to take 
the classes way more seriously,” says Torres, 
“I would just be wasting my own time and 
money if I slacked off on my studies.” 

The ideal number of working hours for 
a student is 10 to 15, according to mul¬ 
tiple studies. That is the ideal workload a 
student can handle along with their studies. 
Research has found that students who work 
10 to 15 hours a week are more likely to stay 
in school than those who do not work at all 
or those who work more than fifteen hours 
per week. 

Unfortunately, too many students are 
working above that number, with one out of 


every 10 full-time students working at least 
35 hours per week in 2016. 

Octavio himself works 40+ hours at 
BestBuy a week and takes 9 hours atTJC. 
While it is manageable for some, overall 
tuition price is the leading cause for students 
to drop out or not enroll another semester. 
Colleges can help ease that burden by giving 
working students the tools and resources 
necessary to find academic and working 
success. Our students show that they are 
willing to do whatever is necessary to get an 
education and we should do everything in 
our power to help them succeed. 

This is just one of the many different 
ways we see students right here on cam¬ 
pus paying for tuition. Octavio hopes to 
complete his associate’s in business manage¬ 
ment and use that degree to manage rental 
properties or open his own indoor sports 
complex. 

Paying for college in a unique way? Let 
us know! 

Email:Apalacl4@email.tjc.edu 


PROMISE 

continued from page 1 

a nondenominational Christian organization which distributes 
food to nonprofit organizations who feed the needy of East Texas 
and surrounding areas. The King’s Storehouse helps feed the hungry 
with the purpose of showing God’s love through His Son, Jesus 
Christ. 

“I simply sorted out rice, but it made me feel good that I could 
lend a hand to those in need,” said Taylor. “It benefitted both the 
food back workers and those who rely on the services.” 

Students also helped at the East Texas Food Bank, a nonprofit 
organization that fights hunger and feeds hope in East Texas. 

Kayla Austin said, “It felt really good to volunteer and help 


other who live right here in East Texas.” 

Students sorted and packed food for the organizations Back¬ 
pack Program. The East Texas Food Bank partners with schools 
throughout the Tyler area to provide food for children who partici¬ 
pate in the free and reduced-price meal programs during the week 
but are at risk of going hungry on weekends and holidays. Teachers 
and staff of the schools discreetly distribute a backpack of food for 
them to take home each weekend. 

“It is an amazing experience,” said Emily Saveinon. “By giving 
back, it made me feel good about myself, and I feel like I changed 
someone’s life.” 

By giving their time, these students helped make an impact 
within their community. TJC encourages all students to give back in 
some way. If you are interested in volunteering at one of the organi¬ 
zations, visit www.easttexasfoodbank.org or http://kingsstorehouse. 































































PHOTOS BY HANNAH HORTON 


Left: Jessica Zavala dances as a soldier during a rehearsal of the party scene in "The Nutcracker." Right: TJC Academy of Dance alumna Claire Glidewell will be 
returning to Tyler to dance as Clara in "The Nutcracker." 

Dancing through three decades 

Celebrating 3o years of "The Nutcracker" at TJC 


Hannah Horton 

Editor-in-Chief 

For the past 30 years, TJC has presented the classic ballet 
“The Nutcracker” annually. As an anniversary celebration, this 
year's performance will take place at the UT Tyler Cowan Center 
with accompaniment by the East Texas Symphony Orchestra. 
Thanks to funding from Jim and Margaret Perkins, it will also 
feature two special guest performers from the Pennsylvania Ballet: 
Nayara Lopes as the Sugar Plum Fairy and Sterling Baca as the 
Cavalier. 

The performance is directed by TJC Academy of Dance 
director Carolyn Hanna. Choreographers for this year's producti¬ 
on are Hanna; Shurrell Wiebe, pre-professional program director 
and professor; andThereza Bryce-Cotes TJC Ballet Mistress and 
adjunct professor. 

“As a dancer myself, it is super exciting to see the audition 
and then the finished product,” said Wiebe. “All of the work and 
the dedication and the discipline that goes into this can create a 
show that runs flawlessly.” 

Wiebe said that dancers in the Academy of Dance's 
pre-professional program are a major part of the performance. 
“These dancers spend tireless hours with their art,” she said. “We 
have students who drive hours and hours every day just to be a 
part of this program here at TJC.” 

One dancer in the pre-professional program is thirteen-year- 
old Jessica Zavala, who will be performing in “The Nutcracker” as 
a soldier, a Russian dancer and a garland girl. 


“I really love dancing,” said Zavala, “and being able to be in a 
big production is really special.” 

This year's cast also includes seven alumni of the pre-pro¬ 
fessional program. “They're all dancing in the professional world 
now ... and they're coming back to dance for us. They're giving 
back to the community that they were raised in,” Wiebe said. 

“Its a very long process,” explained Wiebe. “We started au¬ 
ditions in early September, and it’s open to the community. So, we 
have ages six all the way up to seventy and past seventy. We have 
community members who have been doing this the entire time.” 

Two of those community members are Tom and Gwen 
Jones. Gwen was taking ballet lessons at TJC when auditions for 
the schools first performance of‘The Nutcracker’began. 

“I was [cast as] a mother in the party scene and recruited my 
husband,” she stated. 

“She said ‘Hey, we need men in the party scene, you can do 
it,” explained Tom. “I said, ‘But I don’t dance,’ and she said, ‘Doe¬ 
sn’t matter, you’re in it’... So, that’s how I got in it. Gwen was the 
dancer in the family.” 

The next year, Tom was cast as Drosselmeyer, a role he has 
continued to play every year since. 

“I’ve lived the part and improved the part, and I love the 
part,” said Tom. “I just keep coming back, and if they cast me, 
they do. They haven’t not cast me yet. It’s been a really amazing 
project.” 

The Joneses have also designed and built several props for 
the show in the past, including the Christmas tree and Mother 
Ginger’s dress. 


This year will also debut several new props and costumes. 

“On a year like this year, when were performing with the 
East Texas Symphony Orchestra, it is a very big deal,” said Wie¬ 
be. “That’s when we tend to replenish our costumes. We will order 
new ones, we’ll have new things made, we have new sets that are 
made. We order all of our backdrops because it is bigger. Here 
at our stage, our standard backdrops and things that we use each 
year fit our stage. Cowan is so much larger that we have so many 
other things that we need to provide.” 

Wiebe stressed that the department would not be able to 
afford these improvements without financial support from donors 
and fundraising efforts from auxiliary board members. 

“The costumes are beautiful. Many of them are handmade. 
We even brought some of our Arabian costumes that are hand¬ 
made back from Morocco. So, we have a variety of costumes this 
year that are magnificent,” said Wiebe. 

“When you first start, it looks like there’s no way were going 
to be able to put this onstage,” added Bryce-Cotes. “And then you 
see the end, and it’s like a miracle that it’s all come together. It’s 
going to be a really great show.” 

“Their hearts and souls are in this program,” said Wiebe. “It’s 
so evident when you see them in this program and you see the joy, 
the elation, the excitement and the discipline the moment they 
get out on that stage. They just transition into their characters. It’s 
phenomenal, really.” 

Performances of “The Nutcracker” will take place at the 
Cowan Center at two o’clock p.m. and 7:30 p.m. on Dec. 1. 

“It’s an exciting time,” said Wiebe. 




PHOTOS BY HANNAH HORTON 

Left: Dancers rehearse "The Waltz of the Snowflakes" in "The Nutcracker." Top center: Tom Jones as Drosselmeyer. Top right: Dancers during a rehearsal of the 
party scene. Bottom center: Pre-professional program director and dance professor Shurrell Wiebe instructs cast members of "The Nutcracker." Bottom right: 
Young dancers dressed as cats play with yarn during a rehearsal for "The Nutcracker." 
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The support you need to find quality 

SENIOR LIVING SOLUTIONS 

A Place for Mom has helped over one million families find 

senior living solutions that meet their unique needs. 

There’s no cost to you! : 

Cfl LL (855) 439-6734 ^Place/orMom. 

! We re paid by our partner communities J 
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Fill in the blank squares in the grid, making sure that every 
row, column and 3-bv-3 box includes all diaits 1 throuah 9. 


STATEPOINT CROSSWORD 

31. Used tabulator key 

62. Decades 


26. Film roll 


34. Your majesty 

63. Lt.’s inferior, in the Navy 


27. Ronstadt, e.g. 

THEME: HOLIDAY SONGS 

35.1965 Watts events 

64. *”Last Christmas” duo 


28. Infectious protein particle 


37. *”Rockin Around the Christmas Tree,” 

DOWN 


29. Bank job 

ACROSS 

sung by Brenda 

1.* Turtle Doves 


32. *Like Elvis’ Christmas? 

1. Rare bills 

38. Mozart and Einstein, e.g. 

2. Not straight 


33.10 decibels 

5. Clairvoyant’s gift 

39. Golly! 

3. Post-meal sandwich 


36. *Deck’em 

8. Snoopy 

40. Dry ravine, in Asia 

4. Spring action, past tense 


38. Ivory Coast neighbor 

12. Time distortion 

42. Not don’ts 

5. Like yesterday’s meal 


40. Utmost degree 

13. Show worry 

43. Diplomatic alliance 

6. Coffee burn, e.g. 


41. Not sympathetic 

14. Wyoming’s official sport 

45. Like empty hotel room 

7. Bread or cabbage 


44. Maryland Academy 

15. *John Lennon’s “Happy Xmas (War is 

47. “Fat chance!” 

8. Having small nodules 


46. Young and inexperienced 

r 

48. Shenzi of “The Lion King” 

9. Scandinavian war god 


48. Second-largest Great Lake 

16. And elsewhere 

50. Eastern European 

10. Radio button 


49. Talks and talks and talks 

17. Opposite of bonjour 

52. Wince ’ Trio of “Linus and Lucv” 

11. *”A111 want for Christmas is 

n 

50. It houses web content 

18. *”Have a Merrv Little Christmas” 

fame 

13. Bygone Spanish money 


51. “On Golden Pond” bird 

20. MTV’s “ ’d” 

55. Between violin and cello 

14. R in R.E.M. 


52. Open-mouthed astonishment 

21. Incessantly 

56. Rainbows and such 

19. Alex Haley saga 


53. Shakespearean “does” 

22. A cool . as in monev 

57. Rumpelstiltskin’s weaver 

22. pie in a sand box 


54. Tiny bit 

23. *”Should auld acquaintance be 

59. Coral reef island 

23. Blacksmith’s hearth 


55. Port vessel 

26. *”Run Run” sung bv Chuck Berry 

60. Facebook’s “psst” 

24. Gibson garnish 


58. Mrs. Goldberg, e.g. 

30. *Co-writer of #15 Across 

61. Mann of “The Simpsons” 

25. Fowl perch 
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Final exam schedule: 


EXAM TIME 

Monday, Dec. 10,3:15-5:05 p.m. 


CLASS TIME 

7 a.m. TR 

EXAM TIME 

Thursday, Dec. 6, 7-8:50 a.m. 

CLASS TIME 

10 a.m. TR 

EXAM TIME 

Thursday Dec. 6,10-11:50 a.m. 

CLASS TIME 

1 p.m. TR 

EXAM TIME 

Thursday Dec. 6,1-2:50 p.m. 

CLASS TIME 

4 p.m. TR 

EXAM TIME 

Thursday Dec. 6, 3:15-5:05 p.m. 

CLASS TIME 

7 a.m. FS 

EXAM TIME 

Friday Dec. 7, 7-8:50 a.m. 

CLASS TIME 

7 a.m. F only 

EXAM TIME 

Friday Dec. 7, 7-8:50 a.m. 

CLASS TIME 

10 a.m. FS 


EXAM TIME 

Friday Dec. 7,10-11:50 a.m. 

CLASS TIME 

10 a.m. F 

EXAM TIME 

Friday Dec. 7,10-11:50 a.m. 

CLASS TIME 

1 p.m. FS 

EXAM TIME 

Friday Dec. 7,1-2:50 p.m. 

CLASS TIME 

2 p.m. F 

EXAM TIME 

Friday Dec. 7,1-2:50 p.m. 

CLASS TIME 

7 a.m. S only 

EXAM TIME 

Saturday, Dec. 8, 7-8:50 a.m. 

CLASS TIME 

8:30 a.m. FS 

EXAM TIME 

Saturday, Dec. 8, 8:30-10:20 a.m. 

CLASS TIME 

10 a.m. S only 

EXAM TIME 

Saturday, Dec. 8,10-11:50 p.m. 


CLASS TIME 

11:30 a.m. FS 

EXAM TIME 

Saturday, Dec. 8,11:30 
a.m.-l :20 p.m. 

CLASS TIME 

2:30 p.m. FS 

EXAM TIME 

Saturday, Dec. 8, 2:30- 4:20 p.m. 

CLASS TIME 

2 p.m. S only 

EXAM TIME 

Saturday, Dec. 8, 2:30-4:20 p.m. 

CLASS TIME 

7 a.m. MW 

EXAM TIME 

Monday, Dec. 10,7-8:50 a.m. 

CLASS TIME 

10 a.m. MW 

EXAM TIME 

Monday, Dec. 10,10-11:50 a.m. 

CLASS TIME 

1 p.m. MW 

EXAM TIME 

Monday, Dec. 10,1-2:50 p.m. 

CLASS TIME 

4 p.m. MW 


CLASS TIME 

8:30 a.m. TR 

EXAM TIME 

Tuesday, Dec. 11,8:30-10:20 a.m. 

CLASS TIME 

11:30 a.m. TR 

EXAM TIME 

Tuesday, Dec. 11,11:30 
a.m.-l :20 p.m. 

CLASS TIME 

2:30 p.m. TR 

EXAM TIME 

Tuesday, Dec. 11, 2:30-4:20 p.m. 

CLASS TIME 

8:30 a.m. MW 

EXAM TIME 

Wednesday, Dec. 12, 

8:30-10:20 a.m. 

CLASS TIME 

11:30 a.m. MW 

EXAM TIME 

Wednesday, Dec. 12, 

11:20 a.m.-l :20 p.m. 

CLASS TIME 

2:30 p.m. MW 


EXAM TIME 

Wednesday, Dec. 12, 

2:30-4:20 p.m. 

CLASS TIME 

5:30 p.m. R only 

EXAM TIME 

Thursday, Dec. 6, 5:30-7:20 p.m. 

CLASS TIME 

5:30 p.m. TR 

EXAM TIME 

Thursday, Dec. 6, 5:30-7:20 p.m. 

CLASS TIME 

7 p.m. R only 

EXAM TIME 

Thursday, Dec. 6, 7-9:20 p.m. 

CLASS TIME 

5:30 p.m. M only 

EXAM TIME 

Monday, Dec. 10, 5:30-7:20 p.m. 

CLASS TIME 

5:30 p.m. MW 

EXAM TIME 

Monday, Dec. 10, 5:30-7:20 p.m. 

CLASS TIME 

7 p.m. M only 

EXAM TIME 

Monday, Dec. 10, 7-9:20 p.m. 


CLASS TIME 

5:30 p.m. T only 

EXAM TIME 

Tuesday, Dec. 11, 5:30-7:20 

CLASS TIME 

7 p.m. T only 

EXAM TIME 

Tuesday, Dec. 11, 7-9:20 p.m. 

CLASS TIME 

7 p.m. TR 

EXAM TIME 

Tuesday, Dec. 11,7-9:20 p.m. 

CLASS TIME 

5:30 p.m. W only 

EXAM TIME 

Wednesday, Dec. 12, 

5:30-7:20 p.m. 

CLASS TIME 

7 p.m. W only 

EXAM TIME 

Wednesday, Dec. 12, 7-9:20 p.m. 

CLASS TIME 

7 p.m. MW 

EXAM TIME 

Wednesday, Dec. 

12, 7-9:20 p.m. 

























































































































































































































































































